
 

Report of Public Consultation Meeting held on 7th July 2016 
  

Presentation of Outline Proposals to Rebuild Bow Brickhill Church Hall. 

Meeting held in the Church Hall, Bow Brickhill 

Attended by: Alan Preen, Chairman of ASTRA Community Projects, Allan Ross CMI Ar-
chitects, Matt Collins, CMI Architects, Steve Baker, Mary Preen, Sally Robinson, Derek 
Giles, Sharon Giles, Sally Pepper, Alistair Twigg, Peter Lousada, Jane Lousada, Claire 
Murray and colleague from Pre School, Rupert Fairclough, Sue Fairclough, Sue Malleson, 
Andy Malleson, Brenda Goodger, Mike Duff, Donald Kesterton, Liz Drabble,Jo Mears, 
Clare Evans, Katie Evans, Alan Ferguson, Joanne Ferguson, Andrea Spurdle, Stuart 
Leeming, Kay Leeming, Colette Morris, Anna Cookson, Zylene Norton, Mr. Norton, Julian 
Price, Mrs Price, Gill Cannell, Andy Dishman, Duncan Summerfield, Trish Wilby, Kim Gal-
lacher, Wendy Mills, Paul Mills, Richard Norwood-Grundy, Louise Norwood-Grundy. 

Introduction 

1. Alan Preen, Chairman of ASTRA Community Projects welcomed everyone to the   
consultation meeting.  

2. AP introduced the team from CMI Architecture - Allan Ross and Matt Collins. Alan  
then introduced members of ASTRA Community Projects Steering Group, Project  
Group and the Committee. 
  
3. AP explained that the meeting was an opportunity to discuss the ASTRA plans to 

replace the current Church Hall with a new yet traditional building. The prime objec-
tive for the project is the very urgent need to replace the old building before it dete-
riorates beyond safe usage. 

  
4. The Church Hall has become home to many community groups, and ASTRA wishes 

to see that tradition continued in the future.  
  
5.  The undertaking will be self-funding with money raised via events, grants and   
donations, without financial support from either the Church or the Parish Council   
(via precepts) and therefore no direct non-voluntary cost to villagers. The facility will  
continue to be owned in joint `Trust’ for the enjoyment of the community hopefully  
for another extended period of time.  

   
6.  The brief is to provide: 
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A new building which appears to be little changed from the existing structure, when looked 
at from Church Road 

A heritage feel in terms of internal and external decorative and structural treatments 

Taking the opportunity of the building works provide a new independent meeting room, ap-
proximately 15’ x 20’ 

A new storage area equivalent to the space of the current kitchen and toilets  

A new kitchen and toilets sufficient for today’s needs and legislation  

A below ground maintenance room for heating systems, and ideally provision of more 
storage space in an under croft 

Sufficient storage for main users to allow full clearance after each letting 

The design must ensure that the meeting room and disabled toilet can be used indepen-
dently from the main hall, kitchen and principal toilet area when the pre-school/nursery are 
in operation.  

Incorporate modern insulation, lighting, ventilation, electrical systems throughout, to high 
levels of energy efficiency and modern day controls. The external and internal elements 
must require low regular maintenance at low cost.  
  
External Areas:  Landscape areas to provide `Creative’ and  `Safe’ external children’s play 
areas with elements of cover, good winter lighting and washable surfaces and natural envi-
ronment for play/education (digging & planting etc.).  Band stand structure in garden with 
overhang for 20 children.   

CMI Architects Outline Design 

7.  Allan Ross showed four sets of drawings providing details of the new building to   
replace the existing hall. The drawing included a proposed site plans, a proposed  
floor plan and elevations. This was backed up by an electronic presentation of the  
plans and elevations of the proposed new building. 

8. Zoned Site. Allan Ross explained that the brief from ASTRA and the Parochial   
Church Council was to create a building with internal zones that could allow   
different functions to be undertaken independently at the same time without   
interaction of different groups. 

9. The following considerations had been taken into account in developing the design. 
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Flexibility: 

For a range of users from Pre School to village group meetings. The spaces have to work 
in such a way as to allow a variety of village uses and all important segregation of users 
especially pre-school and others in line with legislation and OFSTED guidance. Clever 
storage will allow the changeover of users with minimal effort and disruption (pre-school).  

Future-proof: 

The design builds in the future need for change. The light open structure can allow for the 
easy removal and addition of partitions to create different room areas should they be re-
quired. 

Kitchen: 

The kitchen whilst basic* offers the flexibility in design to serve both the main hall and 
meeting room. (* the building is not meant to be a venue for the likes of weddings but oc-
casional village events and the odd children’s party – as now)  

Outside Area: 

The garden and grounds are an integral part of the design. A deck and covered canopy 
allow users to spill outside at the rear of the building. The larger of the internal volumes are 
designed for small parties, events village meetings etc and of course children’s play and 
education. 

Traditional Design: 

The bulk and massing of the design reflects the existing structure on the site. A slate roof 
and brick plinth are borrowed from the style of neighbouring cottages in Church Road. The 
composition should blend easily within the street scene. 

Landscaping: 

The steep slope has been utilised to create clever accessible storage under the building. 
Two gardens are located either end of the site overlooked by the principle rooms. A deck 
provides access to the rear. 

Modern: 

Modern technology uses sustainable timber as the main construction material. Use of fast 
track build techniques using SIPS panels allow for quick and easy construction on site and 
create a well-insulated building. Low maintenance timber cladding gives the building a 
modern flavour 

Light: 

Cathedral style windows to the eaves of the gable ends in the principle rooms hint at an 
ecclesiastical connection. It was noted that ASTRA CP and the PCC had reservations 
about the proposal to have floor to ceiling windows throughout the building on grounds of 
cost and there were concerns about the suitability of having extensive glass areas in a 
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main hall used by children of play school age. ASTRA and the PCC had expressed similar 
worries about the skylights in terms of installation cost and maintenance.  

Sustainable: 

High quality double glazing, a green roof and modern under-floor heating are proposed to 
minimise the running costs of the hall. The use of sustainable construction methods re-
duce the buildings impact on the environment. 

Reactions to the Proposal  

10. The proposals were broadly welcomed by members of the village community   
present at the meeting.   40 of the 43 villagers at the public meeting gave their   
support to the design strategy and the outline proposal for re-building the    
Church Hall (93% approval). 

11. Reservations were expressed about the relative advantage of rebuilding the Church 
 Hall instead of extending the Bow Brickhill Pavilion, but these concerns were   
outside ASTRA’s mission and were points that could not be addressed by ASTRA  
nor by the Parochial Church Council themselves. It was noted that the Parish   
Council saw the value and need for both buildings to be functional and to provide  
different but complementary support activities for the village community.  Also there  
was an urgency about working on the Church Hall, which is why ASTRA had gone  to 
the  effort of undertaking a feasibility study and putting out draft proposals for   
public  comment.  

12 There were concerns about the security of the fencing and hedging on the    
boundary of the plot. This matter would be reviewed. 

13. There were concerns about increased traffic flow and parking in the vicinity of the 
Church Hall. It was agreed it was important to ensure that public safety and the 
convenience of residents would be addressed. However, four points were made by 
the chair: 

1) Whilst the building will incorporate an additional small room this will not 
generate a material increase in parking. 

2) Users of this meeting room will be no different to those using the main hall 
now. 

3) Given the important fact that the PCC are not for profit, only the mainte-
nance and sinking fund costs of the PCC’s buildings are to be covered. 
Given the important fact that the PCC are not-for-profit, only the mainte-
nance and sinking fund costs of the PCC’s buildings are to be covered. 
Therefore there is absolutely no intention to increase activities for profit 
purposes. Our expectation in offering an enhanced building focussed on 
local village community usage is that there will only be a marginal in-
crease in intensity of use of the hall from that of the present day, and that 
the emphasis on local usage will have a small impact on traffic flow in 
Church Road. 

4) The rebuilding is to save this much loved 118 year old facility for the resi-
dents of Bow Brickhill. 
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Consultation Period 

14. Alan Preen welcomed the generally positive responses to the presentation.  

15. AP explained that there would be a four week consultation period from 7 July for   
villagers to make written responses to the outline proposals. Copies of the    
response-form were available at the meeting and further copies could be obtained  
from members of the ASTRA committee during the consultation process. The four  
drawing boards showing design plans and elevations of the proposed new structure  
would be housed in the Church Hall for the next month, and they would be available  
for further inspection. 

16. AP said he was looking forward to receiving comments on the feedback    
forms. He invited individuals, families and user groups to give their views in writing  on 
the proposed plans. 

17. All comments received would be reviewed by the ASTRA Team. AP reported that   
the ASTRA Community Projects Committee and the Parochial Church Council had  
met in June to consider the outline plans of the building, and had made a number of  
comments on the design. These ideas from ASTRA and the PCC would be looked  at 
alongside all comments flowing in from the consultation exercise. 

18.  AP thanked everyone for their interest in the project and for coming to the    
meeting. He expressed special thanks to the CMI Architecture representatives for  
their contribution to the project and for their role in the evening’s presentation.   

ASTRA Community Projects Team 
2 September 2016
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